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Architect Caroline Pidcock, the curator of our Liveability ‘be inspired by design’ believes “A good design requires not only a good architect, it also needs a client who is really engaged in the project. This means being clear about what you want and at the same time open to new ideas for how this might be achieved.” But how can you prepare yourself? Here are 6 tips to help you get ready.




Getting Ready – Top Tips for The First Meeting with your Architect




6 tips on briefing an architect




Talking to an Architect / Designer




Architect Caroline Pidcock, the curator of our Liveability ‘be inspired by design’ believes “A good design requires not only a good architect, it also needs a client who is really engaged in the project. This means being clear about what you want and at the same time open to new ideas for how this might be achieved.”
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But how can you prepare yourself? Here are 6 tips to help you get ready.




	What is your budget? As this needs to align with your brief, it is a good idea to talk honestly and openly about this from the start and be prepared to adjust either the brief or the budget (or both) to make this work.
	It is good to talk through the stages of design with your architect so you know when things are going to happen and you can plan to make time to consider ideas between meetings. There are some pretty standard stages involving design, approvals, documentation, builder appointment and construction – but each project will have its own particular journey.
	What is the main thing you are trying to achieve; how you would like to live in your home; and what is most critical to helping you achieve this – conversations about these ideas will help your architect to design the optimal amount of space you need. Size does count – less can be best!
	What is your daily pattern of life and when are the various members of your family at home using things? This will help your architect to design the best place as well as the renewable energy system to help offset your power usage.
	What materials and finishes do you like? It is good to think about those with low embodied energy, from renewable sources and will still be desirable in years to come.
	Don’t just go for the latest ideas in the magazines, unless they really resonate with you. Work with your architect to find solutions that are an expression of your values and how you want to live
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For new renovators, the idea of taking on a project is filled with excitement and the promise of big profits. However, failing to recognise common mistakes and trip-ups could see you losing money, rather than making it.




Common Renovation Trip-up’s to Avoid3 expert tips to make the most out of your renovationBudgetingFor new renovators, the idea of taking on a project is filled with excitement and the promise of big profits. However, failing to recognise common mistakes and trip-ups could see you losing money, rather than making it.




You’ll hear it time and time again, but budgeting is absolutely crucial. Styled by Hibernate’s Brianna O’Neil explains that this is one of the most important points to get your head around.




Part of this is working out what you should do yourself versus what you should pay for, “weigh up time versus money and how handy you are,” Ms O’Neil says.




“If you have to take two weeks off a well paying job to paint a house, maybe it’s worth your while to pay a painter/decorator.”




Remembering to budget for every aspect of the renovation is also crucial – don’t forget the exterior!




“Painting, rendering, roofing and landscape gardening is expensive. Whilst making some improvements to its curb appeal can add [value], be aware that this can come at a cost, so budget accordingly,” she advises. Also consider the miscellaneous costs of tools, brushes, filler, sandpaper and so on. If in doubt, assume the costs are 50 per cent or more over the actual cost.




Renovating for Profit’s Cherie Barber explains that there are simple budget choices investors can make that still have a big effect.




“Wallpaper can cost anywhere from about $60 a roll upwards these days, even just one wall sheeted in funky wallpaper can really take a very ordinary property and make it look extraordinary. Feature lights from any lighting store can cost $60 up. A lot of plastic lights look great and you can’t tell they’re plastic until you look at them up close,” Ms Barber explains.




“You need to look for those items that are going to add a lot of “wow” but don’t actually cost a lot of money.”




Forgetting to do Your Homework




Make decisions upfront and being clear on your goal are crucial steps that many investors fail to do – and these are the start of your homework and due diligence. Home buyers in Fishers




Without these thoughts in mind, investors can go no further. “Decide first up whether you are planning to stay long term or turn over quickly as this will affect your approach,” Ms O’Neil explains. With this decision, begin to undertake your research.




“If you are doing the bathroom, kitchen and laundry, get them quoted together so that cabinetry, tiles and fixtures have a sense of flow and consistency. Also it will be cheaper to have tradespeople come in once,” she suggests.




Taking Untested Shortcuts
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While every savvy investor is looking to get the most out of their investment property – and this can involve cost-effective shortcuts that don’t significantly scrimp on quality, ensure you know what you’re getting.




“I’ve tried things like painting spray guns with little success. Sometimes it’s best to just do it properly,” says Ms O’Neil. Investors who have, however, used spray paint guns successfully in the past may be more adept at using them for their renovation.




Ms Barber explains the same goes for “touch up” paint, saying that it’s always noticeable. “Repaint the wall again, do it in a couple of hours,” she says.
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Digital Marketing Strategies for Real Estate Agents – 10 Tips

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=THO9EBS-_MQ&t=1s
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